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    This article tries to elaborate Hayden White’s historical writing theory and his 
poetic idea systematically, on the basis of understanding the philosophy of history 
background and the main theoretical sources used for reference. 
    I discuss Hayden White’s construction of historical writing theory around the 
exploration of historical reality, the core of this article. In White’s opinion, the 
concept of history and the criterion of historical reality are different from the 
traditional ideas. Therefore, he considers that history does not exist regularity and 
inevitability which speculative historical philosophy has been working to find, and 
dose not have scientificity which analysis (or critical) history philosophy tries to 
establish. The past can not appear again. For this reason, history itself not only 
references historical events, but also includes historical studies and understanding; 
History in a sense is constructed, not found. Historians need through the imagination 
and rhetorical devices make the messy events into a rational history. This kind of 
opinion reflects an important turn of the historical philosophy of history - the narrative 
turn.  
    This paper is divided into four parts. To illustrate the internal relationship 
between history and poetry, the first part mainly explains the narrative turn occurred 
in the historical philosophy and the main theories which influence White’s 
construction of historical theory.The second part is a whole study of his historical 
writing theory which introduces the three-dimensional network of historical 
construction based on distinguishing the chronicle and story.The third and fourth part, 
as the core of this paper, are to discuss the historical reality problem. The third part 
analyses the debate of historical reality, and then discusses the fuzzy boundary of 
history and literature, namely discusses the significance of fiction and imagination in 
the historical writing.This part is to deeply study White’s narrative historical 
philosophy, to explain that history has narrativity and figure of speech in the historical 














explaination, this part clarify two levels of historical reality, one points to actual 
history, the other points to historical analogy real. The fifth part mainly expounds the 
moral and aesthetic boundary of White’s history of relativism. Instead of proposing 
that historians have absolute freedom to willfully fabricate history, He thinks that 
morality and aethetics are the relative scopes and standards for evaluating historical 
writings. 
The conclution chiefly summarizes White’s historical writing theory and points 
its defects. Despite of such defects, it is important to realize the positive role White 
plays in the turn of historical philosophy and his idea on the relationship between 
history and literature. 
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